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Teaching reading IS rocket science. 
– Louisa Moats
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 Think about the good teachers you 
have had or have observed.

 What made them effective?

 How can you learn from them?

 Think about teachers you have 
observed who were not so effective.

 What made them less effective?

Copyright © Holcomb Hathaway, 
Publishers 



 Teachers

 Students

 Text

 Context

 Task
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 Believe all children can learn to read and write.

 Relate reading instruction to children’s previous 
experiences.

 Know different ways to teach reading, and when and 
how to use each method.

 Offer a variety of materials and texts.

 Use flexible grouping strategies.

 Continually assess students’ abilities and adjust 
instruction accordingly.
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 Engage students in reading/writing authentic 
passages.

 Give students texts that interest them.

 Model effective strategies.

 Pose higher-level thinking questions.

 Give students tasks that require them to integrate 
reading, writing, thinking, speaking, and listening.

 Grade process and product through rubrics.
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Self-consciousness 
about reading 

proficiency

Emphasis on 
competition for 

extrinsic rewards

Lack of interest in 
assigned reading
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 What motivates you to persevere 
with a difficult concept and make sure 
you understand it?  

 How do you keep yourself going—in 
terms of time and energy—to 
accomplish a personal goal?

 How will you motivate your own 
students?
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 Give students relevant reading and writing tasks.

 Provide a range of reading materials, from a variety 
of genres and sources.

 Allow time for sustained reading; then allocate time 
for sharing.

 Make sure reading choices are challenging but not 
overwhelming.

 Provide incentives that reflect the value and 
importance of reading.
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 Performance orientation:

 Students perform tasks to earn the teacher’s 
approval.

 Focus is on competition.

 Mastery orientation: 

 Students compete with themselves, persist with 
challenging tasks, and develop a love of learning.

 Goal is the joy of learning, not a high score or reward.
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 Background knowledge and 
how they integrate new 
information

 Literacy knowledge

 Language systems

 Learning styles

 Multiple intelligences
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Literacy skills
Reading 

strategies
Metacognition

Self-efficacy
Epistemic 

knowledge
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Syntactic

Semantic

Graphophonic

Pragmatic

Language systems

Learning styles
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Analytical

Global
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 Independent reading level 

 95 to 100% accuracy 

 Instructional reading level

 90 to 94% accuracy

 Frustration reading level

 Less than 90% accuracy
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 Enjoyable and 
interesting

 Accurate

 Multicultural texts

 Range of genres

 A variety at each 
reading level

 High-quality illustrations

 Appropriate length

 Challenging instructional 
reading level

 Easy reading-level for 
fluency and to build 
comprehension
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 Age leveling

 Grade leveling

 Lexile leveling

 Gradient leveling
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 Quantitative dimensions

 Qualitative dimensions

 Reader and task considerations

As specified by the 

Common Core State Standards
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Multiple levels 
of meaning

Structure of a 
text

Language of the 
text

Knowledge 
demands placed 

on the reader
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 Classroom climate

 Teacher and student beliefs about teaching 
and learning

 Type of literary event or interaction

 Student groupings

 Opportunities to interact socially, to 
discuss a text
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 Engage students in reading/writing for 50 
percent of the school day.

 Foster higher-level thinking tasks.

 Personalize reading—respond to a student’s 
interests, strengths, and weaknesses.

 Engage students in tasks that integrate reading, 
writing, thinking, and listening.

 Allow time for silent, independent reading.
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