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Figure 2.2  A long listing.
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1.	 Control—the command line permits users to include options that provide both 
flexibility and power over the defaults when issuing commands by GUI.

2.	Speed—many programs issued at the command line are text-based and 
therefore will start faster and run faster than GUI-based programs.

3.	 Resources—as with speed, a text-based program uses fewer system resources.

4.	 Remote access—if you are using a program like ssh to reach a computer, you 
may be limited to a text–based interface, so learning it is important and once 
learned, you gain the other benefits.

5.	 Reduced health risk—yes, this one sounds odd, but mouse usage is one of the 
most harmful aspects of using a computer as it strains numerous muscles in 
your hand and wrist, while typing is less of a strain (although poor hand place-
ment can also damage your wrist).

Figure 2.1  Advantages of the Command Line over a GUI.
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1	 ls
2	 cd ~
3	 pwd
4	 man cd
5	 ls –l
6	 cd /bin
7	 ls –l | grep root
8 	 cd ~
9	 vi script1
10	 cat script1
11	 rm script1
12	 history

Figure 2.3  Sample History.


