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INTRODUCTION
Few subjects require students and instructors to keep up with current affairs quite as much as the study of global problems and issues. Economic, political, and social events can alter global dynamics without even sophisticated intelligence services being forewarned; an Islamic revolution in Iran, a peasant revolt in Mexico, formation of the European Union followed by Brexit, the testing of nuclear devices in North Korea can quickly change global political, social, and economic arrangements. In fact, as Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism emphasizes, perpetual growth and change are the dominant characteristics of our culture.

This instructor manual contains material organized by chapter to facilitate the use of the text.  Materials shared here have been tested in the classroom and shown to be effective in facilitating an understanding of the topics. Materials include:

1.	Thesis statements that students were asked to come to class prepared to discuss. From my experience, it is best to ask them to prepare in writing a paragraph for each statement.  An instructor can then select at random someone to begin the discussion, asking others to hand in their written statements. They can also be used for group inquiry or as exam or study questions. 
2.	General discussion topics with open-ended questions and exercise-based discussion are also effective in bringing forth well-rounded discussions of the topics presented. 
3.	Assignments and exercises 
 
[bookmark: 1fob9te]To assist students and instructors deal with global change, we also provide a reader Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism, which is available at https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-plattsburgh-anthro/ to provide supplementary material for the book. The reader contains links to articles to supplement each of the book chapters.  
[bookmark: 3znysh7]
PART 1: TERM ASSIGNMENTS
	I.	COUNTRY ASSIGNMENT
An effective way to involve students in the subject matter of the course is to assign to each a specific country on which they must report either in writing or in discussion. I required each student to prepare a three- to five-page paper on selected topics addressed in the book, generally giving them a choice as to which topics they would address. Thus, they were asked to prepare five papers on conditions in their countries from among nine or ten topics (e.g., population growth, poverty and hunger, environmental change, health and disease). I also required all to prepare a paper on the economic history of their country.

Country assignments can be used in various ways depending on the level of the students, the number of students in the class, and the pedagogical style preferred by instructors. For example, for group work, students can be grouped by regions to discuss and report on regional similarities and differences regarding specific problems. They can be asked to discuss in their groups what kinds of solutions they might propose or adopt to alleviate or address specific problems, or discuss measures actually taken in their countries. To promote class discussion outside of groups, students can be asked to come prepared to propose solutions to problems, or simply to summarize conditions in their countries. Instructors can also supplement this discussion by having students play The World Game at the World Game Institute on the web at http://www.worldgame.org/. Better yet, arrange for a visit from the Institute and play the World Game live.
[bookmark: 2et92p0]
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	II.	CORPORATE ASSIGNMENT
Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism devotes a considerable amount of discussion to the role of multinational or transnational corporations in our lives. It discusses also the extent to which the actions of corporations are either masked from us or carefully presented to cast corporate actions in as favorable a way as possible. There are, after all, more public relations specialists in America than there are journalists and reporters. For this reason, one of the most effective assignments I used involved assigning each student a specific corporation. To involve them a little more with the exercise, I gave each student a hypothetical $100,000 to invest in the corporation I assigned them. For that reason, I tried to ensure that each corporation was listed on the New York Stock Exchange. I then asked them to follow their investment for from two to three months to see how their investment fared. 

In addition, however, they were asked to prepare a three to five-page report on the business practices of their corporations; that is, they were asked to consider the economic, social, and environmental costs of their corporations doing business.  

The object of the exercise is not to bash corporations (however justified it may be in some instances), but rather to illustrate the extent to which the consequences of doing business can be detrimental to people (particularly in the periphery) and the environment, and the difficulty for corporations, given their primary responsibility to investors, to be otherwise.
[bookmark: tyjcwt]
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	III.	GLOBAL ISSUES NEWSPAPER JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT
The Global Issues Journal assignment works well to help students better understand the many different ways to view global issues which appear in the news.  In this assignment, students are asked to follow events in the news.  They select four or five articles about each event from International Newspapers from different regions of the world and from U.S. newspapers.  They then write a journal article comparing and contrasting the information given in the newspapers with a brief analysis of why they feel there are or are not differences in how the events are viewed and published.  

The object of the assignment is to help students understand how regional cultures can affect how incidents that occur throughout the world are viewed by other nations in addition to their own.

At the end of the semester, they write a reflection in the journal about what they learned regarding the news media as a source of information and how cultural variation affects the view of global events.
[bookmark: 3dy6vkm]
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	IV. “THE OTHER” ASSIGNMENT
The culture of capitalism is a competitive culture which creates stratification.  In the text, we have learned about the components of capitalism: The laborer, consumer, merchant, and nation-state.  There is a competitive and often adversarial relationship between these, both in our own nation and in our relationships with other nations.  

Capitalism is not a kind system; it is based on profit and often those profits are attained through suffering.  During our discussions we have talked about how we get our cheaply priced goods at the expense of others.  If we looked into our neighbor’s yard and saw young children beaten and working long hours while living in horrid conditions to make things to sell, I believe that we would all take action to help the child; yet, this occurs each day in the production of goods that we purchase.  How and why does this occur?  It occurs through the creation of “the other”, which results in dehumanization.  

In this paper you will explore how each of the components of capitalism uses this concept against others.  Who is “the other” to the laborer, the consumer, the merchant, and the nation-state?  How does each dehumanize humans to create “the other”? 

You must answer the following questions for each component (laborer, consumer, merchant, nation-state):

1.	Who is “the other” that the component creates?
2.	Why does the component group create “the other”?
3.	In what way does each component use the concept of the other?
4.	You must give specific examples to illustrate your discussion of each component.
[bookmark: 1t3h5sf]
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PART 2: INTRODUCTION: THE CONSUMER, THE LABORER, THE CAPITALIST, AND THE NATION-STATE IN THE SOCIETY OF PERPETUAL GROWTH
1.1.1. Introductory Perception Discussion
Prior to beginning discussion and exploration of the topics presented in the text, my first discussion asks students to discuss their perceptions of the term “globalization.”  The question I give them reads “We often hear the word ‘globalization’ and all have formed views through the media about what this means.  For this discussion I would like for you to post your response to the following:   What does the term globalization mean to you, and what do you view as the roles of developed and less developed nations in a globalized world?”  

At the end of the course, the last discussion asks the students to review their responses to this introductory discussion and reflect on how their views may have changed.

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.1.2. [bookmark: 4d34og8]
CHAPTER 1: CONSTRUCTING THE CONSUMER
1.1.3. Consumer Thesis statements
1.1.4. Thesis Statement 1:
American culture and Western culture, in general, may be characterized as the culture of capitalism, or more specifically consumer capitalism and American society may be characterized as the society of perpetual growth.
1.1.5. Thesis Statement 2:
The core premise of the culture of consumer capitalism is that commodity consumption is the source of well-being.
1.1.6. Thesis Statement 3:
The central roles on the culture of capitalism are the consumer, the laborer, and the capitalist, each operating according to a set of rules orchestrated and enforced by the nation-state.
1.1.7. Thesis Statement 4:
The culture of capitalism and the society of perpetual growth require for their maintenance the exploitation of most of the world’s resources and peoples.
1.1.8. Thesis Statement 5:
[bookmark: 2s8eyo1]It is central to the successful operation of the culture of capitalism that the consumer be segregated or masked from the consequences of his or her lifestyle on the laborer, on the environment, and on the way of life of those whose degradation makes his or her life possible.
1.1.9. Consumer Discussions
1.1.10. Discussion 1:
The following post leads to a good discussion of today’s advertising methods and how consumers are created through targeted advertising.

In your textbook, you have been taken through the creation of the consumer over time.  Dr. Robbins talks about such things as marketing and advertising (remember the discussion of the department store), the targeting of children as consumers, and how the culture of capitalism creates a system in which pride is based on possessions and financial success (a need to “keep up with the Joneses.”  In our culture, our possessions tend to define us.  In the past, shopping was done in stores which used the techniques discussed in the text to define what is “in” and what people must buy and own (the creation of wants) to be part of the culture. 

With the increased use of the Internet for shopping, it is more difficult to influence shoppers because they spend less time in stores.  All of the nicely designed displays are not going to influence the Internet shopper.  A large segment of today’s population shops online.  This has meant that the merchant had to reinvent ways to create consumers.  How is today’s consumer created in comparison to the consumer creation talked about in the text?  One might think that it would be more difficult, but there are probably no more innovative people than marketers.  Children are targeted using technology instead of story books (remember the discussion of Kinderculture).   

In your original response discuss a comparison of the creation of today’s consumer and the methods discussed in the readings.  Try to find examples that illustrate.  One example is the way in which Facebook ads actually target individual users of Facebook and tracks their interests based on sites they visit on the Internet, but there are many other ways in which consumerism is created.  

1.1.11. Discussion 2:
The following post allows for an informative discussion of social media marketing to create consumption.

Changes are occurring in today’s marketing strategies that may help to overcome the isolation of Internet shopping and help to abate the fears.  It is called social media marketing.  We know of the amazing growth of Facebook and marketing professionals have found ways to use this growth and are now using social media to market products.  Those who are on Facebook have more than likely seen the “like a certain store, restaurant, etc.”  It is amazing free advertising that reaches millions.  If you see that your friends like and use an online store or service, do you think that you would be more likely to do so as well?

In addition, smaller local businesses are taking to Facebook and similar sites to advertise.  Small restaurants may “invite” customers to lunch for the lunch special which they give on Facebook.

[bookmark: 17dp8vu]What do you see in the future for the consumer?  How will these changes affect consumption as we know it?  How does using social media to create consumers compare to the discussion in your text of the creation of the consumer.
1.1.12. Consumer Assignments/Exercises
1.1.13. Exercise 1: Do you have affluenza?    
Take the quiz at http://www.pbs.org/kcts/affluenza/diag/have.html to test yourself and see to what degree you are affected with influenza.
1.1.14. Exercise 2:  
Take the quiz at https://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2013/0124/Think-you-know-energy-Take-our-quiz/consumption-rise  to learn about global energy consumption.
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

[bookmark: nmf14n]
PART 5. TEST QUESTIONS AND TEST ANSWERS
1.1.15. [bookmark: 37m2jsg]PART 1: INTRODUCTION : THE CONSUMER, THE LABORER, THE CAPITALIST, AND THE NATION-STATE IN THE SOCIETY OF PERPETUAL GROWTH
1.1.16. TRUE OR FALSE QUESTIONS
1.	The relations between capitalists, laborers, and consumers are tied together by the pursuit of money.
2.	The culture of capitalism is best thought of as the interactions among consumers, laborers, capitalists, and the nation-state tied together by the pursuit of money. 
3.	Viewing money as a standardized means of exchange is the best way to understand its true importance. 
4.	GDP is a measure of the value of all goods and services produced and sold over a given period of time.
5.	Fiat money requires backing by some commodity of recognizable value.
6.	The U.S. Federal Reserve was created to limit control and stabilize the money supply. 
1.1.17. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS:
1.	Debt or fiat money __________.
a) is backed by nothing more than the guarantee of the state 
b) is backed by the promise of banks to exchange it for gold 
c) is a kind of money first used by the indigenous peoples of Oceania 
d) refers only to money contained in checking accounts
2.	Bills and coins make up about __________.
a) 50–60% of the total money supply
b) 5–10% of the total money supply 
c) 100% of the money supply 
d) 15–20% of the money supply
1.1.18. SHORT ANSWER OR ESSAY QUESTIONS
1.	How has money functioned to maintain perpetual economic growth?
2.	What is the difference between commodity money and fiat money, and why is the distinction important?
3.	Discuss the reasons why credit money may be seen as a modern-day philosopher's stone.
4.	How does the economy work to convert nonmonetary goods into goods and services that money can buy?

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.1.19. 
CHAPTER 1: CONSTRUCTING THE CONSUMER
1.1.20. TRUE OR FALSE QUESTIONS
1. 	In a capitalist culture, people have an innate drive to accumulate goods and it is this which drives them to work hard.
2. 	Prior to the early twentieth century, the American culture emphasized frugality and people were expected to save their money, only buying necessities. Consumerism is a product of the twentieth century.
3. 	The concept of “fashion” revolutionized marketing by creating a desire to replace owned goods with new goods because of a wish to be “up-to-date” rather than because of necessity or wear.
4. 	In the culture of capitalism, the story of Santa Claus is an idealization of all facets of capitalism, depicting an idealist view of the consumer, the laborer, and the capitalist as a happy coalition of benevolence.
5. 	Children's literature has not been able to be used as an instrument to create the impulse to consume as children tend to look for moral lessons in their stories.
1.1.21. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
1. 	As part of a healing ceremony, Navajo sandpainters created a representation of the universe in order to help the ill return to his/her proper place in the world. In capitalism, contemporary sandpainters __________.  
a. 	are consumers who have been induced to purchase commodities by people such as advertisers, entertainers, marketing specialists, and others in a capitalist culture  
b. 	are those in the society who create a consumer society in which buying commodities becomes the duty of the consumer   
c. 	express values through stories and chants associated with their cultural heritage in an attempt to restore harmony to the world
d. 	are expressionist artists
2.	The foundation for the construction of the consumer was laid in the 1890s as a result of __________.
a. 	urbanization which created a need to buy goods
b.	 the movement of settlers into the Western territories creating a need for goods to take with them 
c.	 the evolution of the department store as a place to display goods
d.	 the display of bulk goods
3. 	An important feature in the creation of the consumer society helped to “mask the inequality, poverty, and labor conflict” which was occurring at the turn of the century. This feature was __________.
a. the discounting of prices by means of weekly sales  
b. service, which made the consumer feel like a guest  
c. the development of chain stores which allowed all consumers access to such stores
d. attention to detail        
4.  	Disney has created the ultimate Mecca of consumerism. The Disney kingdoms have rewritten history as “it should have been” and created fantasy lands where the imagination can soar. Disney __________. 
a. is a place designed for the entertainment of children 
b. separates the consumer from the negative side of capitalism 
c. is a universal attraction, designed for all people regardless of income
d. separates money from profit
5. 	India and China, the two most populous countries on earth, __________. 
a) 	are rapidly being converted into consumer societies 
b) 	are still unable to supply their citizens with consumer goods 
c) 	are attempting to become consumer societies, but have economic growth rates well below the wealthy countries 
d) 	have consciously rejected the consumer model of economic growth
1.1.22.  SHORT ANSWER AND/OR ESSAY QUESTIONS
1. 	The culture of capitalism encourages the __________ to accumulate profit, the __________ to accumulate wages, and the __________to accumulate goods.
2. 	What is meant by “the arousal of free-floating desire”?
3. 	In what ways did (1) educational and cultural institutions, (2) government agencies and (3) financial institutions of American society adapt their functions to promote consumption?  
4. 	Discuss the relationship between the story of the Wizard of Oz and consumerism.
5. 	What is meant by the term “kinderculture”?
6. 	Within a period of approximately thirty years, children's lives changed dramatically. They went from being workers to the pillars of the consumer economy. How did this change occur?
7. 	What is some of the evidence that China and India are quickly adopting the culture of capitalism?
[bookmark: 46r0co2]
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1.1.23. Answer Key to Test Questions
Because page numbers differ between digital and hard copy, answer key contains section in which answers are found rather than page numbers.

	1.1.24. BLOOM’S TAXONOMY
Test questions are scored based on the six cognitive domains identified by Benjamin Bloom.  

Multiple choice and True/False questions, as well as most short answer questions, fall into the Knowledge domain as they primarily check the student’s ability to recall information read in the text.  Assignments and exercises allow for the higher level cognitive domains.  

In the answer key:
· 	Multiple choice questions are in the “knowledge” cognitive domain and are not individually marked.
· 	True/False questions are in the “knowledge” cognitive domain and are not individually marked.
· 	Short answer questions are “knowledge” cognitive domain unless otherwise noted.
· 	Essay questions are individual marked for applicable cognitive domain.
Bloom’s Cognitive Domains:
1.	Knowledge (tests ability to recall information).
2.	Comprehension (confirms that students understand information).
3.	Application (tests student’s ability to apply the knowledge gained).
4.	Analysis (tests the student’s ability to break knowledge into components for analysis).
5.	Synthesis (tests student’s ability to create or develop plans based on knowledge).
6.	Evaluation (tests student’s ability to assess or apply critical thinking to knowledge).


1.1.25. [bookmark: 1664s55]
INTRODUCTION : THE CONSUMER, THE LABORER, THE CAPITALIST, AND THE NATION-STATE IN THE SOCIETY OF PERPETUAL GROWTH
1.1.26. True or False
1. True  (introduction)
2. True (introduction)
3. False  (primer on money)
4. True (below Table 1.1)
5. False  (primer on money)
6. True (primer on money)
1.1.27. Multiple Choice
1.  a (primer on money)
2.  b (primer on money)
1.1.28. Short Answer (all fall into Bloom’s Comprehension Domain)
1. Introduction 
2. Primer on money
3. Primer on money
[bookmark: 3q5sasy]4. Consequences of debt money
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1.1.29. 
CHAPTER 1: CONSTRUCTING THE CONSUMER
1.1.30. True or False
1. False (chapter introduction)
2. True (transformation of … values)
3. True (transformation of … values)
4. True (kinderculture)
5. False (kinderculture)
1.1.31. Multiple Choice
1. B (chapter introduction)
2. C (marketing and advertising)
3. B (marketing and advertising)
4. B (appropriation of childhood: part II)
5. A (exporting the consumer)
1.1.32. Short Answer  (all fall into Bloom’s Comprehension Domain)
1. chapter introduction
2. marketing and advertising
3. transformation of institutions
4. appropriation of childhood: part I
5. appropriation of childhood: part II
6. kinderculture
7. exporting the consumer
[bookmark: 25b2l0r]
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This work is protected by United States copyright laws and is provided
solely for the use of instructors in teaching their courses and assessing
student learning. Dissemination or sale of any part of this work (includ-
ing on the World Wide Web) will destroy the integrity of the work and
is not permitted. The work and materials from it should never be
made available to students except by instructors using the accom-
panying text in their classes. All recipients of this work are expected to
abide by these restrictions and to honor the intended pedagogical pur-
poses and the needs of other instructors who rely on these materials.





